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Remarks 

Claims 1 to 16 are in this application. 

Reconside^n of tt-e objecaon to the d«wlngs is «ques«d. Spedfical^. 
reference numeml 24 of Rg. 1 1s rete.«nced in the description at page 6, line 7. 
Reconsideration of the rejection of the claims is requested, 
aaim 1 has been rejected as being anticipated by Hatdtan- 

is directed to a n«thod for preparing animal tPod pellets. As descdbed. 
mash IS fed through a hopper 2 Into a vahable speed screw feeder 3. The mash » 
^Wanced in a plug-type flow caused by a seal member 4. The solid plug of mash « 
forced through a sealed area 5 into a chamber 15. (See «,lumn 4. lines 47 to 62). The 
Chamber 15 comprised of a conditioner 9 In wh'^h a paddle conveyor 17 is mounted. 
The paddle conveyor 17 is not further described. 

Claim 1 is directed to a steam expander. There b no disclosure in tiamaon ««t 
the mash passing threugh the conditioner 6 Is expanded. Accordmgly. mmn ^ 
directed to a non^alogous structure to the structure of claim 1 . 

Further, claim 1 requires "at least o,» hopper for supplying expandable loose fill 
material". Hantson is void of any such teaching. 

Sfill further, claim 1 requires "a paddle frame retatably mounted in said chamber 
,0 retate about a central a>ds". It is urKtersfxx. that the Examiner considere the paddle 
cor^yor of UantsSD to be a "a paddle frame". What is not underetood .s the 
examiners aUegatlon that «,e central axis o, this alleged -paddle frame" is going into 
end out of the page in Fig, 1. It is clear««t«,e hori»ntal shaft shown In Fig. 1 retates 
about a hor^ntal axis and has radially directed am.s spaced ^ngiWiinally of the shaft. 
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aaim 1 speemcally squires the paddi. ^ to have "a. least one scoop 
runted on ^^sfiDlmlSeBo! and ,,,a^ ^y^PW ^ nm^ ^ ^'-^ ^ 

«> «ld oent«>. a^is-. Hm^ is void of any such sm-Cure. No matter the 
interpretaaon of the stniCu^ that oonetmxte, . "peddle f«me» ^ mmo. .s 
deady no »oop nK.unted on a penphery of .he alleged paddle Ir^e (i.e. honzontal 
Shaft and anns) and the™ is no scoop that e:.ends tonflitudlnally of the paddle frame In 
spaced parallel re^on to the cental axis. In th^ latter respect, It is noted that tt,e 
Examiner cone«e« -ef^-oe cha«cter IT to l>e referencing a -scoop". Cleady. such a 
■scoop- IS no. disposed In spaced parallel relation to the central axis of the shaft 

,„ vie« of the above, a rejecUon of dain, 1 as being anticipated by UaMS9D is no, 
wananted puisuant to the provisions of 35 USC 102. 

Claims 2 to 4 and 9 to 12 depend from daim 1 and are believed to be allowable 

for similar reasons. 

Claim 2 depends from claim 1 and further requlms that me peddle ftame have -a 
pair of saKI scoops disposed on diametncaliy opposes sides the^oT. To the extent that 
«,e Examiner is reading the radial arms of the paddle conveyor IT as a pair of scoops. . 
is Clear that the alleged "paddle f^me" may only be constiWed by .he rotatable shaft of 
Harnson. Hov^r. a ...atable shan cannot institute a paddle frame. Accordingly, a 
„iaction of Claim 2 is not v«i.ranted pursuant to the pmvisions of 35 USC 102. 

Claim 3 requires that each scoop be of L-shape. is a descdp«on in 

H^of the paddle conveyor 17. Further, as can be seen in F.. 1. the radial am,s 
««t extend f-om the stating shaft are shown as flat plates deposed at an angle. 
„.y. a reiecHon of c^im 3 as being antu^pa.^ by mdiSn is not wan,n,ed 

pursuant to the provisions of 35 USC 103. 
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Note ,s made C U« Examinees comment *a, any one pane, anC the horizontal 
.haft confute an L.hape.«ocp. Issue . taKen . th. ,»pect Since Calm 1 
.equips -a paddle f-ame" v* "at least one scoop mounted on a periphery 
«„„„, be seen how «» one paddle and me horizontal shaft can ^>e mounted on a 
periphe-V of a paddle frame. It Is .espeCn-lV suhmmed that the tortuous Interpn^atlon 
of Hs0lafiIlto meet the limitations of daim 1 1s unwarranted. 

Claim 4 has been reiected as being unpatentable over i» view of 
aot^ on the basis tt«t » would be obvtous to mod^ the flight radU of mi^ In 
a«a underthe hopper (2) In onierto p,ov«e *.r a varied and/or more flne^ P-ocess 
0, separating of the material coming out of the hopper being conveyed. However. ,t « 
.^speotful^ subm^ted that such «>uKl not be ob^us to one of or^inao, sKIII In «,e aK. 
Specmcally, mm >s directed to a process m v*.ch the mash delivered into the 
hopper IS to be advanced In a plug-type flow (column 4, line 47). Thus, no sepa««on Is 
totaKeplaceinHirdiSn. Instead, the mash Is to be consolidated. For this reason 
alone. one of ordinary sKI« In the art wouM not be mo«va.ed by Wmm ^ ^ 

flight radii o,imm>^^«^ «« ^ '^>- ' " 

4 as being unpatentable over Hamsan in Vew of !Ma Is not warranted pursuant U> 

the provisions of 35 USC 103. 

Claim 5 has been r^ieCed as being unpatentable over In view of Ijaasr 

andiSalSn. Reconsideration of this reieotion is requested. 

Claim 5 contains redtattons similar to C^m 1 and is believed to be allowable fbr 
slmaar r^sons. Further, the pmpcsed mcdiflcaflon of w«h a pair of hoppers 

and a pair of sc^ would not re^ in the stmctur. recited in Cm 5 fbr the reasons 
expressed above with r^pect to dalm 1. According^, a reieo«on of c^im 6 as being 
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be allowable for similar reasons. 

C.>.s 9 . 16 have .e.n ».d«. . *s padd. ,«me and 

„^...«.»een*ee..»n...epadd..«n,«a™,««c..edscc^^ 

T.. applicauon ,s be«oved « be .n «.«i«.on anoyance and sue. 
respectfully requested. 
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